CONFEDERATE STATES MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. eye, as this was of far greater importance than its action upon the pupil. The impairment of vision which follows the application of atropine is not due to the dilatation of the pupil, but to the paralysis of the accommodation. This is proved by the fact, that if we employ a sufficiently week solution of atropine, so that the constrictor pupillfe alone, and not the ciliary muscle also, is paralyzed, vision will be but very slightly impaired. Now, the Calabar bean possesses the peculiar power of not only causing contraction of the pupil, but also of the ciliary muscle, thus changing the normal into a 3hort-sighted eye. It also counteracts the paralyzing effects of atropine upon these muscular structures. "With respect to the local action of the bean he might remark, that Professor Czermak and he had been trying its effects upon the eyes of rabbits, directly after decapitation, and they had found that it produced marked contraction of the pupil within about twenty minuter of its application.
Mr. Hulke communicated briefly the results of three experiments which had been made with the alcoholic extract of the bean on patients in the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital. The first patient had paralysis of both third (cranial) nerves, and mydriasis from syphilitic periorbita. Two hours after the application of the extract to the right eye, the nearest point of distinct vision was sixteen and a half inches, and the diameter of the pupil was one line, the proximate point having been previously twenty-six inches, and the pupil two and a half lines broad. In the same time the near point'of the left eye had become twelve and a half instead of twenty inches, and the pupil one line instead of three line3 across. The second patient had paralysis of the left-third crania nerves, with mydriasis, of four years' standing, the consequence of traumatic periorbitis with abscess. In one hour the proximate point had become six instead of eight and a half inches, and the pupil had contracted from three to three-quarters of a line. 
